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_ undoubted Right and Title to the 
Stelyard in London truly ſtated in and 
by the enſuing particulars , Concei- 
ved to be worth 200.1. per Annum_ 
at the leat, befides Improvements 
which will amount to a farre higher 
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valuation, Ps 


Henry, 3. FEdw, 


N purſuance and Confirmarion | 

2J on of Immunities, and Priviled? ing 
Hen,z, to the Merchants of «4 lmarne or Hans 

- Townes 1n Germany : His Son K.Ed.1.pranted 


divers Liberties to the {ai FFlerchants, 


Edw. 2. 
K.E4.2, Incorporated a Society and Fraternity of the 
ſaid Merchants,aud granted to them Eafterl;ng,or Guild- 
ball of the Teuronicks in London, 


Faw. 4 
Afrcer that, on their preceeding forfeiture of thoſe Pri- 
viledges K.Ed.4. Conditi::nally reft-'red and Confirmed 
torhem, and their Succeſſors the fa1d Houſe or Guild, 
and aporopriatel tothem Sta'lboff Or D-1 "'eart conon» 
ly called the Steelyard wich this Proviſo (/wer alia) [hat 
A * if 
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or Place 
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if they ſhould make an Harze or Mart inany other City 


that they then fhould be holden Forreigners and 


Strapgers, and-have no Priviledge in England, 


Sdn 6. 


About the Fifth yeare of K.Edv,s, Theſe Mercliants | 


were queſtioned, and upon Complaints of the Merchanc 
Adventurers of £»glar4, found it to be no ſufficient Cor- 
poration, and to have forfeited their reſtored Liberties, 
by their colouring Strangers goods, &c, VWherenpon 
(notwithſtanding the interceffion of the Ambaſſadors 
from the ſaid Hanz Townes) a Decree of the Councell 
of State paſſed apainſt them, and they became Disfran- 
chized, and deveſted of all former Immunitics ; and the 
Sterhard was then ſeized into the faid Kings hands,as by 
authentique Records doth appeare. 


Q. Mary, 


Afﬀer this Seizure of E4z.6. The re-entry and conti- 


nued reſidence of the faid Merchanes inthe Steehard, 
muſt neceſſarily be preſumed to have been by an in- 
truſive way and permiffiye ſufferance of them upon 
ſome 'Poveſh accompt by Q. Hary, in the time of 
whoſe ſhort Raigne, they had nevertheleſs that great 
Impoſition from One to Twenty, per Cert. Cuſtome 
layd upon them, which occaſioned the beginning of 
ſuch a Conteſt then, as grew up to that hightned fa- 


 mous diff-rence betwixt Queene E{rz. and the ſaid 


Hanz Townes, repreſented to view by Mr. James 
Howell, in the digrefſive fourth Section of his Dil. 
courſe of the Empire, 


About the yeare of our Lord, 1594, Queen (E/izebetb 
cauſed an aQuall Seizure to bee made of the Steelyard, 
with all the appurtenances of Tenements, VWarchouſes, 
VWharfes, Keyes,and Bnildings, &ec. by a judictall Writ, 
2nd appointed the ſame for the immediate uſe and ſervice 
of her Navie Royall, and the accommodation of divers 
of the appropriate Officers refidence thereunto belong= 
ng, anddyed fo ſeized thereof, ER Tn 1 


K, James, 

In the time of King Tames his Raigne, ſome of thele 
interloping Merchants (having uponthe Death of Queen 
Elizabeth intruded into the poſſefion of the Steelyard a- 
gaine) did by indire& corrupt praices, get fayour at 
Court when they then were Legally queſtioned, fo that 
the finall accompliſhing of ſo good and neceſſary a worke 
was at laſt obftrued by the ſame Perſon whoſe power 
promoted it, DM ; 

K.Charles. 

[n the 8.th yeare of K.Cbarles,a firi& Commiſſion of 
Enquiry paſſed urder the Great Seal for finding of the 
premiſles,by vertue wherof was returnedan Inguifition on 
Record in the Exchequer, whereby it was accordingly 
found to be the ſaid Kings rightfull intereſt, which was 
alſo approved and confirmed under the hands of divers e* 
minent Counſaiiors at Law, bur then alſo unbappily ob- 
ſruced by Secretary #1adebank his being taken off total- 
ly to decline both his Maſters, arid his owne reall intereſt 
19 the ſaid prrticular,yben a Grant thereof (at his ſole 
inRance and ſutie tothe King in behalfe of himſelfe and 
his Friend) had paſſed the Signet in order of courſe rg 
have paſſed the Great Scal of Erglond, 
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The prodactien of authentique Records for 
proofe of the afferted truthes in this Caſe, will 
cleerly evidence theſe enſuing Particulars. 


1. That by this Han Socteties ancient aiſconti- 
ANATLON of regular Government of Trade, 

2, By breach of Agreements and Covenants, in 
ſeattering, ftragling and diſpter ſing themſelves abroad 
reſorting to other Marts of Staple erefled in ſeverall 
paces beyond the Seaz, | 
.. 3. By ſundry Forfertures under the Conditions of 
thetr ancient Grants from the Crowne, 

4.1y, and Laſtly, By their aftuall relinquifhment 
of the Steelyard expreſly appearing on Record, 


It is humbly conecived to be fully evinced, That their 
| old Fratertity and incorporated Society , by de- 
grees, long fince ſurceaſed , and became uttcrly 
diſſolved io fa&, as vifibly it now remaineth ; 
And now thereby alſo is become the Common- 
wealths Right. 


MARM : MARSHALL, 


Some 


(s) 


Some obſervable Notes referring to the. 
truth and merit of the preceding ſtate of the Caſe 
of the Steelyard R zn ter.dencie to the taking tt off 
from being reckoned malter of State upon any jub- 
{ique accompt, being indeed cleerly a plane and 


legall Title, and that fully on behalfe of the 


Common-wealth, 


I THe ancient Trade of Merchants of the Hanz here 

in Ezgland, and alſo of the Merchants of the En- 
tercourſe of the Nytherlends,was overtoppdcat out, and 
ſupplanted by the politique rules of Government,and or- 
derly minagement of the Trade of the ancient and famous 
Fellowſhip of the Merchants Adventurers of £»gland, 
who were impowred by Charters granted from time to 
time by the Princes of this Realme,and favoured by Par- 
liaments ſucceſſively. 

2. The advantages of Publique u'ility accrewing to 
chis Nation in thoſe times, by increaſe of Shipping and 
Mariners, Advance of publique Revenue, in improvement 
of Lands and Rents, and imployment for the Poore, hath 
fince been leſſened 2nd abated to a diſcontinuation of the 
happie flouriſhing condirion of this Nation, by the de- 
cries of Trade accompoanied wirh (ad effe&s of declination 
of all thoſe conveniences and benefits, which are the im- 
mediate conſequences of an equall, Free,open, yet regular 
way of Commerce for the good of Community : When 
the Commnidity of ſome few is preferred tothe publique 
go0d,nceds inuſt the Coma ory be deprived of that 
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(6). | 
erue Liberty of free Trade which belongcth to all the 
Subje&s, and relates to the Nations peculiar Priviledges 
not to be infringed by the too ſevere practique ſtrifneſs 
of any Company of Merchants by authority of Patents 
under the Great Seal only, without conſent, and confir- 
mation of Parliament. 

3. To. the Intrudors uſuall,ordinary plea,and averment 
of our Merchants enjoying bigher Priviledges in Ham- 
Browghgthen they doe here Ic is humbly replied, that not- 
withſtanding the Staple of our Exg/tſb Cloth is at Ham- 
broegh within the precin&s of the Haz; yet that ſettle- 
ment 1s of no relating concernment to the incorporated 
body of thoſe German Townes,or to the Intruders here 
at the Steelhard,who have not of a lorg time negotiated 
in tranſporting our Cloth, but ſolely and fingly referring 
to Hambrouph, a+ it is continued to be owned there for 


X 


reciprocall advantage and profit mutually participated ; 
where our Merchants in relies to the Staple of our 
Cloth, may, and ought to have ſome Priviledges upon 
that accompt, but in other regards doe, and muſt pay for 
what they have inthar, and all places where they come z 
haying indeed no pretence to Immunities, or Claime of 
priviledges within the precinQs of the Fonz, much leffe 
co intrude and uſurpe upon any ſuch as might be equiya- 
lently ſuitable to whattheſe iaterloping Strangers, have 
ſo long time injuriouſly held, and Qill detaine to make 
uſe of in England, for private felfe-ends to the Nations 
publique loſs and diſhonour and generall ſpoyle of Trade. 
4. A paraſell Caſe unto this of the Steejjard in point 
of forfeiture of Priviledge, is that of K Hen,8.who go- 
ing to marry eAaze Naughter to the Duke of Cleveland, 
and approaching neare the Towne of Amorsford in the 
Nether- 


c 
Netherlands was mact by of ger of the ſaid Towne, 
who cauſed the high-way to the Kings deſigned Lodgings 
to be ſpread with Red broad Cloth, for which their re» 

| ſpe ſhowed, the King by Grant under the Great Seale, 

made the Burgers of the ſaid Towne, Denizens and Free- 

' menof Lezdoz; In token wherof all the Ships of 4merſ- 

ford carry the red Croſſe and Dagger inthetr Flags to this 

day : But this great Priviledge by their abuſe of it, in co- 
louring the goods of other Townes and Cities, was by 
thcm loſt ; And in 1640. there was 5000.].by them pro- 
fered to have the (aid Graunt renued, = 
' $5. Ic is obferyable, That whenthis Herz Society was 
here in its greateſt height of Trade (even when they held 
this Realme as it were, beholding unto them for their 

Shipping, daring to offer ſome hoſiility in the time of 

Edw,4.tor deniall of ſome demanded P-*viledges) _ 

were not then above 6000.Glothes by them tranſported ' 

hence into Germany yearly,vended at low prizes 5 where» 

as our Merchants Itcreafed that number to 30000. 

Clothes yearly by them tranſported in Exgliſh bottomes, 

and (old at great prizes. 

6, Eminently memorable torhe Honour of the ſaid 
Merchant Adventurers, and farre above what the uſeleſs 
Fraternity of the ſaid He#z could ever pretend unto, was 
the ſervice they did this State in the year 1588, Supply- 
ing the Navie Royall with 2 Ships ladirg of Powder and 
Shot from Hambrough, wi &þ came 1n by divine Provi- 
dence in that point of time, when there was extreame 
want thereof. Ty 

7. Remarkable is this alſo, That the Hz Towres 
have bten from time to time, and flill continne ſubje&ed 
under neceflary obligations bf renuing folemne protefts 
of Fealty to the Houſe of fufris, © 3, If 
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(8) 
'8. Ic is fyrther confiderable,in reference & the Com- 
mon-wealchs intereſt, That the [ntrugers at the Stee/hard 
4Mifted and ſeconded by ſome Metchants of the Enter- 
coutſe of the Netherlands and others their Confederates, 
made an humble addreſs to the Parliament,or ſo reputed, 
Sitting in 165 7.under the pretence of their aſſumed Pri- 
viledges,that they might bee totally di:burthened of the 
Demands or payments of any publique Taxes,contributt- 
ons,or Aſleſmentrs for the States ſervice; Andthea plea- 
ded a Treaty of 360.yeares 01d, betwixt this State and the 
Duke of Burgundy, but the ſaid Parliament layd it aſide 
and gave liberty tothe City to levie Taxes there ; And 
notwithſtanding that they are Thouſands cf pounds 1n 
arreare upon that accompt ; yet to this day doe thcy pe- 
remptorily deny tobe liable to pay any ſuch Aﬀeſments. 


1 9. Thele few Forreipnias by conſederacy and combi- 
nation with others, have too frequently been inabled to 
work prejudice to this Nation, made even a prey to their 
boundleſs Avarice, incroachments,atid rapine,and do fi1ll 
ccaſleſly endevour to perpetuate the | ke dcfignes by the 
ſubtle interpoſitions, and frivolous objeRions and allega- 
tions of their adherents and abettors, unto all which (if a 
wel-grounded true and rationall accompt be bur admitted 
and Councell heard) the reſult will amount to no more 
inthe cloſe then this ; That the Law, hath been, and is 
clearly held againft them: ſnd will be ſo mainrained a- 
gainſt all imaginable oppoſition cr defence, rhe whole 
matter being already made out by authentique Records 
and other ſufficient proofes, 

CMarm : Marſball. 


